University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Newspaper collection

The Weekly Challenger

2009-12-24

The Weekly Challenger : 2009 : 12 : 24
The Weekly Challenger, et al

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger

Recommended Citation
The Weekly Challenger, et al, "The Weekly Challenger : 2009 : 12 : 24" (2009). Newspaper collection. 52.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger/52

This is brought to you for free and open access by the The Weekly Challenger at Scholar Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Newspaper collection by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

OPINION

Julianne Malveaux on The Curse of High Expectations 2

LOCAL

Everyone’s Youth Talent Show 3

LOCAL

DMS Supplier Diversity Office recognizes school district 5

Presort Std
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #2271
St. Petersburg, FL

50¢

SPORTS

Bucs win second straight game 8

We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Tampa • Largo • Tarpon Springs • Safety Harbor • Bradenton • Sarasota

VOLUME 42 NUMBER 17

DECEMBER 24 - DECEMBER 30, 2009

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Happy Holidays
From
The Weekly Challenger

City Celebrates
The Seven Days Of
KWANZAA

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

S T. PETERSBUR G During the holiday season
many are asked to show love
for others by gift giving,
sharing a meal or just fellowshipping with relatives and
friends. The traditions
practiced by our ancestors and
elders are usually what most of
us do, but in addition to
Christmas and New Years
many have added the
KWANZAA holiday.
KWANZAA is an AfricanAmerican holiday that encom-

passes seven days and seven
principals created to connect
African people in the Diaspora
with African people on the
continent, by sharing a similar
tradition. The holiday was
created by an AfricanAmerican professor of African
Studies, Dr. Maulana Karenga
in 1960, and is celebrated from
Dec. 26 through Jan. 1. Dr.
Karenga used the African
tradition of celebrating the first
fruits from the harvest of
recently planted food for the
members of the village. Their

KWANZAA

continued on pg. 5

Men Of Distinction
Modeled For Zeta

BY EMMA C. CAVIN
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Dolphin Resort’s ballroom was
the place to be last Saturday
morning, Dec. 12, as the Zetas
held their annual Holiday
Breakfast and Fashion Show. At
9:00 a.m., the chapter president,
L i s a Wi l s o n , o p e n e d t h e
program by greeting the
audience and welcoming the
fes t i v e g ro u p t o t h e ev en t .
Ladies were dressed in fashionable holiday garments while the
men were dressed in their finest
suits and tuxedos. Zetas were
dressed in variations of royal
blue and white or black. They
were all there to see the “Men of
Distinction” strut across that
s t ag e. An d s t ru t t h ey d i d !
Enthusiastic applause from the
audience signaled their appreciation of the performance.
The first scene, with all of
the models wearing some part of
their outfit in royal blue and
white to salute the Zetas, was an
introduction. This scene allowed
each model to proudly parade
the runway as the fashion show
commentator, Carolyn Starling
Cloud, described the personal
profile of each of them. How

Men of Distinction Models with Ann Sherman White, choreographer/trainer

interesting those profiles were!
The occupations run the gamut
from poet to law enforcement
officer; business manager to
politician; health care facilitator
to educator/administrator; and
financial planner to non-profit
executive. Without a doubt, they
are men whose lives and duties
impact others in a very positive
way within our communities.
Naturally handsome, dashing in

their outfits, and confident in
their stride, the “Men of
Distinction” modeled casual and
sports outfits in scene two and
showed their audience how to
dress to succeed on the golf
course as well as the baseball
field or tennis courts after a
day’s work. In fact, they also
showed us what a man should
look like after a 4:00 a.m. trip to
the gym or an early morning run.

The next scene featured
business and professional attire,
and the final scene was formal
wear. For both scenes, all eyes
were on the men as they
appeared, one by one or in a
group, to show off the fitted suits
and tuxedoes in various individual styles. Many wore garments

ZE T A S

continued on pg. 4
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BY BLANCHE L. GANEY
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG – The
doors of the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African-American
Museum were opened Saturday
morning for the second annual
toy drive to needy families of the
Jordan Park housing complex.
Ann Taylor, museum board
member, headed up the effort
with the help of friends of the
library and staff that helped do
everything, from making phone
calls for donations to picking up
items and arranging them for the
big day. “We are all so fortunate
and have so much,” said St.
Petersburg native, Ann Taylor. “I
just felt like I had to do
something to give back and the
more we talked about it the more

other people came on board with
the idea.”
According to Taylor, there
were enough toys, clothing, and
costume jewelry to give to over
60 children and at the end of the
day on Saturday there were still
items left that would be donated
to another charity in need of
items. “There are some toys left
over, but all of the 30 hams
donated were given to families,”
said Taylor.
Taylor said she and other
supporters of the library: Len
Johnson, Tom Barrett, Bruce
J o h n s o n , G r e g a n d Te r e s a
Johnson, Phil and Michelle
Farley, Clarence and Terri Scott,
Rinita Anderson and a host of
local businesses came together

TO Y

continued on pg. 6

(l-r) Toy Drive coordinator and museum board member,
Ann Taylor with toys recipient Betty Scott who
stopped by to get things for her grandchildren

How To Reach Us: News: editor@theweeklychallenger.com • Advertising: advertising@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax: (727) 823-2568

2

•
•
•
•
•

The Weekly Challenger Newspaper

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2009

We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

The Curse Of High Expectations

BY JULIANNE
MALVEAUX
NNPA COLUMNIST

I went to Copenhagen as part of
the Joint Center for Political and
Economic Studies Commission to
Engage African-Americans in
Climate Control. The Commission –
led by Carolyn Green formerly of
Sonoco - included environmental
justice guru Robert Bullard, Dillard
University professor and environmental justice leader Beverly Wright,
Frank Steward of the Association of
Black in Energy, Leslie Fields of the
Sierra Club, and me.
We spent a week alternating
between exhilaration and frustration,
exhilaration at connections and
opportunity, frustration at long lines
(6 hours for me on Monday to get a
cre d ential that s oon proved
worthless), the marginalization of
NGOs (nongovernmental organizations like the Joint Center), and
further frustration at the way negotiations were progressing. All of us
waited with bated breath to hear
President Obama speak to the issues.
We were heartened that he had come
to present the United States position,
and excited that he not only spoke,
but was actively involved in negotiations for several hours.
Part of the Joint Center group
gathered at Klimaforum09, which is
described as “the people’s climate

summit”. It’s a large, sprawling
space with dozens of meeting rooms,
and on Friday, a big screen television
where hundreds of people gather to
watch the Obama speech. The space
has flava, too, as a group of folk
rehearse for entertainment that they
will present in the early afternoon,
and another television screen shows
a panel of leaders who are meeting
even as President Obama speaks.
We have gone to Klimaforum
2009 because we want to hear our
President in the company of others.
Some of our group are part of other
groups and some have been asked to
sign statements or letters condemning the United States' position, even
as we see a President who has gone
further than anyone else has on this
issue of climate change. He has not
gone far enough for some, and I
suppose this is the cufrese of the high
expectations that President Barack
Obama has brought to the international stage. He is so much better
than our leadership of the past. He is
not, however, the progressive icon,
nor should he be expected to be.
My sense of the Obama speech
is that our President is frustrated,
maybe even angry. There is none of
his lofty rhetoric in this speech. He is
straight up, firm, almost biting. He
says it is time to stop talking and
move to action.
He has gone out on a limb, but
he can go no further without Senate

approval. We live in a democracy,
not a dictatorship. He wants to move
the process of a climate change
agreement along, and so he makes
promises that he can keep, and
ignores the ones he cannot keep. He
says that we will commit to help
raise $100 billion a year to help
developing countries with climate
change, but he doesn’t say how
much the US will give, or exactly
where the money will come from.
The $100 billion falls short of
numbers I’ve heard developing
countries request – as much as $400
billion. This tepid agreement is an
imperfect one, but it is a step
forward.
The group at Klimaforum09
receives the Obama message differently. There is mild applause, and
there are boos. We from the Joint
Center are sitting in the front row in
a section, and immediately behind us
there are three White activists from
California booing. We ask them
why, and one says that Obama is “no
better than Bush”. Would Bush have
been here, in Copenhagen, with no
results guaranteed, but fighting for
what is right? Hardly. The California
group consists of two men and one
woman, a lawyer whose mouth is
drawn into a taut line. She doesn’t
even bother to engage with our
group, grabbing her backpack and
rushing out, her two colleagues
following and shaking their heads.

As I walk out of the hall, I talk with a
British woman who shares that she
had also booed. She says President
Obama has not met her expectations.
She thought he would flex his
muscles and push G20 countries
closer to what the developing world
needs. We speak for an intense 10
minutes, and I explain that our
President cannot override the Senate,
which is why the agreement is nonbinding. She nods and says she
understands, but she stands by her
booing.
Daily, the Copenhagen Post
distributes the COP15 Post, the
Daily Climate Conference news.
For the last three days of the conference, an ad appears from the
Advocates from Environmental
Human Rights in New Orleans
(www.ehumanrights.org).
They urge our president to take
10 key steps to protect our human
right to live in a healthy environment. Rooted in the reality of New
Orleans dislocation, this is a message
that supports President Obama and
reminds why a climate change treaty
is important. We know that President
Obama knows how and why to do
the right thing. And we know, all too
well, that his ratings have
plummeted because he is not
superman. He can’t do everything,
not given the political realities. He
moves the agenda forward, and he
deserves applause for that.

The Politics Of Credit For Health Care Reform
BY RON WALTERS
NNPA COLUMNIST

( N N PA ) - A f e w
weeks from now, lots of people will
be trying to assess the one year
anniversary of the performance of
President Barack Obama and I
wonder in that picture where will be
his victory in getting a health care
bill passed. I say “his victory”
because whether or not others – even
in his own party – consider it a
victory, it will give his administration
a concrete accomplishment to stand
on that Republicans have been trying
to prevent. I also think that even
those in the Democratic Party who
are not crazy about this attempt at
health care reform will tout it
because it will give those who are
running for re-election some
currency to run on and try to keep
their number up in the 2010
elections.
Nevertheless, it will be tantalizing to know whether the narrative
will favor Barack Obama’s leadership strategy as having been successful. Remember, he decided not to
commit Bill Clinton’s mistake and
present to the Congress – and the
American people – a 2,000 page
detailed health care bill of his own;
rather he decided to lay out the

general principles he wanted and let
the Congress take the lead in fashioning the details. His role, then, was to
move the debate along by occasionally intervening to remind the
country of the principles he was
fighting for and essentially act as a
cheer-leader at points in the legislative process.
That strategy carried a substantial risk because at times he was criticized for not leading, and thus not
being seen wrestling with the details
of the issues that came forth in the
debates. The result was that since the
House was far more disciplined
Speaker Nancy Pelosi passed a bill
over Republican objections and the
drama then, shifted to the Senate
where folks like Democratic Senator
Ben Nelson and Independent Joe
Lieberman held up the works,
demanding to include or exclude
things from the legislation in
exchange for their votes.
Meanwhile, Harry Reid,
Democratic Leader in the Senate, has
emerged as something of a hero in
resolving the issues raised by
Lieberman, Nelson and others in his
negotiations that have given
Democrats sixty votes to pass the
bill. At least, at this point, there are
sixty votes for cloture, whether there
will be sixty votes to finally pass the

bill remains to be seen. Some other
Senators may hold up passage of the
bill – and therefore, the process – in
exchange for inserting their issues to
get their votes on final passage.
Nevertheless, because of the negotiat i o n s t o s at i s fy co n s erv at i v e
Democrats the Senate bill has
become the “gold standard” and will
be favored at the House/Senate conference that emerges with the House.
The House bill bears the stamp
of Speaker Nancy Pelosi and the
Senate bill is the Reid Bill. The
question is whether the bill that
emerges from the House/Senate
Conference will be the Obama Bill.
If his strategy is to have a result that
factors him into the picture as a
leader and as one largely responsible
for the resulting legislation, he will
have to play a stronger role in the
Conference. Otherwise, the credit for
the bill’s passage will probably go to
Harry Reid. Obama may be satisfied
with that for now because Reid is in
a close Senate race in Nevada, but he
will obviously point with pride to it
as a major and historic accomplishment of his administration as he
moves toward his own re-election in
2012.
The President’s poll numbers
have been moving down as the year
closes and his one year anniversary

The Weekly Challenger

comes into view. But his personal
favorable numbers remain adequate
at 50 percent on a recent Washington
Post/ABCNew Poll and 47 percent
in a Wall Street Journal/NYTimes
Poll. I am somewhat relaxed about
the polls showing declining numbers
for health care because they are
mostly symbolic of the heavy toll
that unemployment and continuing
economic instability has taken on the
American people. Most people don’t
know what is in the health care bill
and how it will help them yet. They
are listening to the confused media
criticism of Obama that doesn’t paint
a positive picture of the process.
As an example, the Wall Street
Journal poll showed that respondents
had a higher opinion (41 percent) of
t h e Te a P a r t y p e o p l e t h a n
Democrats. Except that Rachel
Maddow of MSNBC found out that
nearly 75 percent of those folks took
most of their news from FOX TV.
So, that isn’t exactly a general
picture of the views of the American
people.
To move his numbers up,
President Obama will have to jump
down into the weeds of the
Conference, be seen shaping the
result, and the claim victory.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Local Everyone’s Youth United Talent Show Performers
Prove To Be Hollywood Ready

BY BLANCHE L. GANEY
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

S T. P E T E R S B U R G –
Thirty performances in one
night might overwhelm an
audience, but Saturday night
when the Palladium house lights
w e n t down and 2 0 young
dancers of the group “Soul
Steppers” hit the stage
bedazzled with black and gold
glitter inspired eye shadow, performing a quick step, hip-hop
dance routine the crowd was
hooked realizing the caliber of
the talent for the evening was
near that of any Hollywood
talent search show. The near
capacity crowd at the 14th
a n n u al Ever yone ’s Youth
United Bay 2 Bay Area Idol
talent search was transfixed as
performer after performer
proved why he or she beat out
competition to be a part of the
talent search expo.
Eric Green, president and
founder of Everyone’s Youth
United, is a fast talking, high
energy advocate for young
people who shares stories of
being the type of kid who
needed an outlet to express
himself and therefore understanding the need for young
people to have the same type of
outlet where they get to
showcase extraordinary talent
and skill. “Not all of these
young people will become
entertainers,” shared Green,
“but the majority of them will

become productive citizens,
doing things and reaching goals
that some might have believed
out of their reach. Their opportunity to perform with this event
builds confidence and encourages them to do other things in
life.”
The 14 year old expo, which
has evolved in the last eight
years, from being a twice a year
event to the more focused once
a year spectacular expo, is the
boost some careers need to
launch. The competition surrounding the talent expo is
fierce and the participants know
it, but they know the exposure
Green and his team promises
through the expo could spring
board their careers. “Getting the
contestants for the expo is a two
month process,” said Green.
“Me and several others get up
early on Saturday mornings for

eight weeks and we hit the road,
t rav el i n g aro u n d t h e area
looking for the talent we know
is out there. We set up all of our
equipment and we listen and
critique people interested in
being a part of the show. Only
those acts we feel are ready to
compete are booked for the
event”
According to Green over 80
acts tried out but only 30 made
it to the final show. The show is
broken down into five categories: spoken word and poetry,
dance, vocals, rap, and miscellaneous. And there are two age
groups, 5 – 18 and 19 and up.
“We ev en al l o w ad u l t s t o
perform now whereas the competition used to be strictly for
young people.”
On e o f t h e p erfo rm i n g
adults for the evening was the

legendary singer-songwriter
Ted “ T h e Wi z a r d ” M i l l s ,
formerly of the group Blue
Magic. Mills was also one of the
judges for the evening. He
stepped away from the judges
table to croon the Blue Magic’s
1990 hit “Sideshow,” proving
real talent never goes out of
style.
The other judges for the
evening were Jennifer
Holloway of Brighthouse, Ray
Dominquez of Hob’s Brave
New Voices, Steve Bell of Bell
Entertainment, Diane Little and
Henry Grooms of HCG5-Star
Productions.
The judges had their hands
full trying to determine winners
for each of the five categories
for the evening since every act
was Hollywood ready. Blaine
Krauss, 17, did a show stopping

rendition of Oleta Adams “Get
Here,” that set the bar very high
for the evening and it never
dipped. The rappers, poets, and
even comedian, John Baker
(JB), grabbed the crowd and
didn’t let go until the last
performer took a bow to thundering applause.
D J Shorty-E, a strong
s u p p o r t e r o f G r e e n ’s , p u t
together a moving video tribute
to Michael Jackson. “D J Shorty
has been with us for four years”
said Green. “He did a great job
on the Michael Jackson tribute
and he does a great job supporting the organization.”
Green and the Everyone’s
Youth United organization has a
number of loyal supporters: Dr.
Ben Chavis, Hip Hop Action
Summit Network and Eric
Darius, Saxophonist and former

expo contestant. Also attending
the expo was newly crowned
Miss. Black Florida, Tamara
Bradley, of Tampa.
Another Tampa Bay area
celebrity and Green supporter,
was emcee of the evening,
Orlando, of radio station WLLD
94.1. Orlando made several
comments to Eric Green’s
mother in the audience about
her bold move of signing Eric
up to go to the military when he
was a young man in an effort to
give his life some direction.
“Mama Green,” said Orlando
jokingly to Eric’s mother, “how
you gon’ sign somebody else for
the military? Don’t you know
you are supposed to sign

yourself up?”
Orlando’s quips and encouraging remarks to the performers
kept the over three hour evening
moving.
The winners, who will share a
$10,000 purse and other amenities,
were: Janelle Richardson, 19, Off
Stage Dance Theater, Eric P.,
Octavius Cummings, John Baker,
Blaine Krauss, 17, Nonchalant,
The Official Two Man Army, Rina
Sanders, and Jarred Armstrong.

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Cadillac CTS
Lease at 48 months

12K Year M.S.R.P. $39,105.00
$359.00 plus tax $3,495.00 down
plus start up costs. Call for details.

Call Mike Hughes
at

727-450-7446

Includes all rebates and incentives.
With qualifying G.M.A.C.
lease due by 03/31/2010.

Dimmitt Cadillac
25191 U.S. Hwy. 19
Clearwater, FL 33763
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COMMUNITY NEWS
American Stage Youth Ensemble
Presents ‘Hangin’ With Steve:
A Steven Sondheim Cabaret’

Ha ngin’ With Steve: A
Sondheim Cabaret, is set to bring
the voices of the American Stage
Youth Ensemble to Tampa Bay
audiences on January 11. Playing
three performances only, this
limited engagement will benefit
American Stage Education’s
Community Programming, which
lost 80 percent of it’s funding this
year due to state funding cuts.
American Stage's Education
Department's community progra m ming br ings the atre
education to populations underserved by the arts at no cost to the
students or their families.
Hangin’ With Steve: A
Sondheim Cabaret, will feature
music from many classic musicals
such as Into the Woods, Sweeney
Todd, A Little Night Music,

Assassins, and Sunday in the Park
with George among others
composed by Stephen Sondheim.
Sondheim, one of the greatest
musical theatre composers of our
time, has won an Academy Award
as well as multiple Tony Awards
for his work. Directed by two
Bank of America Student Leaders,
Ben Je nkins an d S arab et h
Ne wmark, th i s p ro d u ct i o n
promises to be a unique evening of
music.
Hangin’ With Steve: A
Sondheim Cabaret marks the fifth
performance of the American
Stage Youth Ensemble – a select
group of advanced teen theatre
students who have participated in
American Stage Summer Camp
programming. The Ensemble
meets weekly to continue their the-

atrical training at American Stage.
A new class of Youth Ensemble
members will be invited to join the
group in September.
Hangin’ With Steve: A
S o n d h ei m C ab aret wi l l b e
performed on the following
schedule: January 11, 12 and 14, 7
p.m. at American Stage Theatre
Company, 163 Third St. N., St.
Petersburg, in the Susan R. Hough
Lobby. Tickets are $5, cash only.
Reservations can be made by
calling: 727-823-1600 x 201.
Hangin’ With Steve: A Sondheim
Cabaret is produced by the
American Stage Youth Ensemble
t h ro u g h Am eri can S t ag e
Education. For questions or more
information contact: Meg
Heimstead, 727-823-1600 x201 or
mheimstead@americanstage.org.

Z E T AS

Fraternity, Inc. City councilman
Wengay Newton and former
mayoral candidate, Deveron
Gibbons, wore basic black
tuxedoes, but the flair with
which they wore them added
much to the outfits. Marion
Wolfe, III, expressed his individuality in red and black formal
wear. What a handsome picture
he presented as he looked over
the audience with sunglass
shaded eyes. Kinte’ Thompson,
Jonathan Marina, and
Christopher “CC” Clark, who
have modeled in previous Zeta
fashion shows, were as impressive as ever when they moved
across the stage. If you were not

there, you certainly should have
been. You missed one of the
most entertaining events yet.
Struts, turns, and profiles
brought numerous oohs and
aahs from the ladies in the
audience. This reaction alone
could serve as proof that these
ten “Men of Distinction” gave a
fashion show that will be
remembered for a long, long
time. Ann Sherman White was
their choreographer/trainer.
Christopher “CC” Clark
recited one of his original poems
and dedicated it to all of the
women in the audience. It was a
touching performance and much
appreciated by the ladies. Other

continued from front page

from their own closets, but three
of them modeled tuxedoes from
Sacino and Sons Formal Wear.
Mr. Charley Williams, dubbed
the mentor, set the pace for each
scene. His tuxedo with scarf,
however, took formal dressing
to another level. That was
certainly an elegant picture to
behold. The other men followed
him with their own signature
outfits. Keith George, Justin
Jones, and LaShante’ Keys wore
tuxedoes with accessories that
reminded everyone that they are
all members of Kappa Alpha Psi

Former Jordan Park Housing
Project Residents Plan Reunion
BY BLANCHE L. GANEY
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - The
St. Petersburg Jordan Park
Housing project was built back
in 1939 to accommodate the
growing African American population that had been housed in
sub-standard housing in a very
small segregated area of the city.
Unlike what many black St.
Petersburg residents were accustomed to, the 241 unit housing
complex offered, hot and cold
running water, indoor toilets and
heat. Twenty-five sub standard
shanties were demolished to
construct the $1.6 million
complex.
“Black people were moving
to St. Petersburg back in the late
30s and early 40s for railroad
program participants included
Jeremy Hames as soloist.
Jeremy also served as Santa
Claus, who presented gifts and
doo r p r i z e s t o w i n n e r s .
Musicians for the event included
Hank Ashwood on the
saxophone, presenting “music
for dining”, and Horace Jones
(DJ Showtime) with special
tunes for the fashion show.
Mary Holland gave the occasion
and Eloise Thompson gave the
Invocation and grace. Daphne
Miller
introduced
chapter
members, auxiliaries, community
affiliations, and dignitaries
present. She also made presentations of certificates of appreci-

work,” said Minson R. Rubin,
65, native of St. Petersburg and
one of the organizers of the
upcoming reunion. “The work
was here but there was not any
ideal housing for black families.
The areas that were designated
for black people offered really
poor living conditions. Those of
us who moved into Jordan Park
were excited about being there.”
Rubin, along with Willie B.
Felton Jr. (Butch), 62, and Rufus
M. Lewis (Jabo) 65, are the
organizers of the Jordan Park
reunion. “There is and was a lot
of pride among those of us who
grew up in the project,” shared
Felton. “We were a community
that cared for each other.” To
date the steering committee,
comprised of the three organizers
and a hand full of others, have
met three times and according to
ation to the models and other
participants at the end of the
program.
Prior to the presentation of
the fashion show, Helen Shaw
paid poetic tribute to the active
charter members, Mary Turner
and Katherine Valentine. Betty
Smith presented them crystal
vases filled with white carnations and roses. Both ladies have
been members of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, Inc. for more than
fifty-five years. The local
chapter was chartered in 1955.
Edna Dawson and Mary
Holland were co-chairpersons
for this event, with Emma
Cavin, Kay Mullen, Rosa

the three organizers the meetings
keep drawing more and more
people.
“We like coming together
and hearing and telling stories of
life in Jordan Park,” said Lewis
who said he was delivered by a
mid-wife right in Jordan Park.
“Ms. Gas delivered me and a lot
of other people right there in
Jordan Park. Mercy Hospital was
available to blacks but most
could not afford to go to the
hospital,” he said.
There will be a social
gathering Monday, Dec. 28, at
the Wildwood Recreation
Center, 1000 28th St. S., from 69 p.m., to garner more steam and
interest for the upcoming 2010
Jordan Park reunion. All former
residents of the Jordan Park
Housing Project are welcome to
attend this free event.
Nesbitt, Helen Shaw, and Eloise
Thompson as committee
members. Zeta Phi Beta
So r o r i t y, I n c . h a s b e e n i n
existence since 1920.
Headquartered in Washington,
DC, it is a communityconscious, action-oriented
organization with chapters over
the continental United States,
the Virgin Islands, Korea,
Africa, and Europe, all helping
other people excel in mind,
body, and spirit.
Proceeds from Saturday’s
event will be used to promote
community projects and scholarships to youth.

NCNW
24TH ANNUAL
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
LEADERSHIP BREAKFAST
Vincent Dolan, President/CEO
Progress Energy, Florida
Honorary Chair

Date: Monday, January 18, 2010
Place: St. Petersburg Coliseum
535 Fourth Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL
Time: 7:30 A.M.
Theme: Remember! Celebrate! Act!
A Day On, Not A Day Off !!!
Speaker: Dr. Crystal Kuykendall
“Educator, Attorney, Human Relations Expert and Powerful Presenter”

Tickets: $25.00 per person, may be purchased at
The Weekly Challenger newspaper or Deanie K’s Beauty Salon
(Mon.-Fri.), 2500 Dr. MLK, Jr. St. S., St. Petersburg
or by email at ncnwstpete@yahoo.com
(Sponsorship Opportunities are available)

For Additional Information Contact:
Dianne Speights
National Council of Negro Women, Inc.,
St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section
727-896-2922 or 727-403-0144
Email: ncnwstpete@yahoo.com
Co-Sponsored by
City of St. Petersburg
Mary H. Clowers, Chair .
Thomas Whitlock, Co-Chair
Signora Farris, President

Annual Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Edition
(Jan. 14, 2010)

Black History Month
Edition

20%
DISCOUNT

(Feb. 18, 2010)

Call Today! 727-896-2922
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COMMUNITY NEWS
DMS Supplier Diversity Office
Recognizes School District

TAM PA - The Florida
Department of Management
Services (DMS) Office of
Supplier Diversity recently recognized Hillsborough County
Public Schools (HCPS) with the
Director’s Award, one of seven
diversity awards honoring
minority-owned businesses and
corporate and government
partners.
HCPS Supplier Diversity
Officer Henry J. Ballard Jr.
accepted the award that recognizes the district as a “tireless
advocate for supplier diversity,
providing input and guidance to
OSD on the role of small businesses.”
“On behalf of HCPS, it is an
honor to receive recognition for
the efforts made locally by the
Office of Supplier Diversity to
encourage qualified small businesses to compete for business
opportunities in our district,”
said Ballard.
“In light of the tough times
our local small businesses are
ex p e r iencing due to the

K W AN ZAA

continued from front page

holiday is known as KWANZA
on the continent and is distingu i s e d f r om the Africa nAmerican Holiday, by the one
letter A instead of two A's.
The principals are designed
to be used as a guide to living
harmoniously among each
other, with mutual respect and
hope for a better future for all.
Imagine if all people would
embrace the principals and
practice UMOJA (unity) within
the family and community,
and use self determination

Pictured from left: OSD Executive Director for Department
of Management Services (DMS) Torey L. Alston, Henry J.
Ballard, Jr., Supplier Diversity Officer for HCPS, Susan L.
Valdes, Chair of the Hillsborough County School Board,
Linda H. South, Secretary of the Florida DMS, and Rep. Betty
Reed, D-FL 59th District, with the Director’s Award presented
to the Hillsborough County Public Schools and the Office of
Supplier Diversity. Photo by Tony Leavell

economy, we continue to grow
and diversify our data base in
order to re-invest taxpayer
dollars within our community,”
said Superintendent MaryEllen
Elia.
Between July 1, 2007 and
June 30, 2008, the most recent

reporting period available, the
Small Business Encouragement
program administered by the
OSD generated more than $45.4
million worth of business
opportunities to participating
vendors.
Also recognized were

(KUJICHAGULIA) to perform
(UJIMA) collective work and
individual responsibility, that
seeks to achieve UJAMAA
(cooperative economics), while
pe rforming y o u r (NIA)
purpose, and using natural creativity (KUUMBA) and faith
(IMANI) as the foundation for
the work.
"Personally for me,
Kwa nz aa me an s b ri n g i n g
together African-American
people and t o t ak e each
principal and use it daily to
teach the youth and pass on the
culture. It's not about religion,
but its about self awareness that

if you work together you can
achieve great things as a
people," Empress P.J. the
spoken word instructor of the
Royal Theater Boys and Girls
Club Arts Academy states. By
becoming more aware of your
surroundings, history and
family, which includes your
neighbor, you can identify what
is needed and provide help to
others and yourself in a more
unified effort.
The seven days of
Kwan zaa is organized for our
city by the AfricanAmerican Arts Council, Inc.
and you can obtain the schedule

WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU!
Send Notices Or Information About Future Community
Events To: editor@theweeklychallenger.com

InFocus Magazine as the
Minority Business of the Year,
Florida Lottery as State Agency
o f th e Ye a r, G T E C H a s
A d v o c a t e o f t h e Ye a r ,
University of North Florida as
University of the Year, AT&T as
Corporate Partner of the Year,
and Office Depot as Preeminent
Partner of the Year.
The Director’s Award is the
third such recognition the
district’s minority business
encouragement program has
received this year. HCPS was
named “Corporation of the
Year” by the Florida Minority
Supplier Development Council
(FMSDC) in July, and Ballard
was presented with the
Chairperson’s Award during
Tampa Bay’s 2009 Minority
Enterprise Development
(MED) Week in September.
For more information on the
Office of Supplier Diversity
please call Supplier Diversity
Offic e r H e n r y B a l l a r d a t
813-635-1240 or email
Henry.Ballard@sdhc.k12.fl.us.

by calling Raynetta Mobley at
727-820-0240. The first day
(Dec. 26 - UNITY) will be
observed at the Royal Theater
Boys and Girls Club Arts
Acad e m y. E a c h n i g h t a
principal will be observed and
food will be shared.. All events
are free and open to the public,
but prepared food donations are
encouraged, so as to add to the
feast that is served after the
ritual ceremony. The big
community feast (KARAMU)
will be held the last day of
Kwa n z a a (Jan. 1 - IMANI), at
the Enoch Davis Center.

Four New Residential Properties IFB 6904A/
City of St. Petersburg Small Business Enterprise

Hennessy Construction Services is accepting proposals
for the City of St. Petersburg Four New Residential Properties,
NSP project. All trade contractor proposals are required no later
than 2 p.m. on Friday, January 8, 2010. Contact 727-821-3223,
x135 or x132 for the various scopes of work involved
in this project. Documents can be downloaded from the City’s
Purchasing Department website or from Hennessy’s
on-line plan room, or reviewed in person at our office.
Contact number above to get plan room access or
to set appointment to view them in our office.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

S a t u r d a y, D e c . 2 6 - U M O J A ( U N I T Y )
K w a n z a a Celebration, Royal Theater Boys & Girls Club
Arts Academy, 1011 22nd St. 6 p.m. Public is welcomed and
asked to bring a covered dish to share. 727-327-6556.
Saturday, Dec. 26 - Gibbs Class of '68 Holiday
Party, Coliseum, 535 4th Ave. N. 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. Semiformal attire, BYOB, DJ. For tickets and information call
727-866-9690. www.stpete.org/coliseum or 727-892-5202.
M o n d a y, D e c . 2 8 - U J I M A ( C o l l e c t i v e W o r k
a n d Responsibility) Kwanzaa Celebration, Childs
Park Recreation Center, 4301 13th Ave. S. 6 p.m.
Public is welcomed and asked to bring a covered dish
to share. 727-893-7463.
Through Dec. 31 - Holiday Lights and Giant Greeting
Card Display, N. Straub Park, Downtown St. Petersburg.
Nightly. Sounds of the Season at The Pier, 800 2nd Ave.
N.E. A variety of musical and holiday entertainment activities throughout December.

Friday, January 1 - NAACP St. Petersburg Branch
presents Emancipation Proclamation Celebration. Theme:
“Continuing Our Legacy: Bold Dreams, Speak Victories”,
10:00 a.m. at Bethel Community Baptist Church, 2901 54th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg. Rev. Dr. Manuel Sykes, Host Pastor.
Through Jan. 3 - Christmas Lights Display, 100,000 lights
on nearly a half acre of land, every night from 6-10, at
2719 Oakdale St. S., St. Petersburg. Map available at
christmasdisplay.org or call 727-896-6500 for information.

COMPANION PLANS

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CALL LARRY

ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD

before an auto accident to make sure you and
your family get paid for injuries. We make
sure you have the best coverages so you don’t
have to ask the other guy.

• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents

Larry E. Walker, Agent

727-393-4617

larry.e.walker.bxex@statefarm.com

St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

AUTO • MOTORCYCLE • RV • TRUCK • LIFE • HEALTH • HOME

Hair-it-iz

S ILVERLINING B EAUTY C ENTER

Natural & Chemical
Braids &
Styles by
Felica

Specializing in Hair, Beauty and Creativity
1834 49th Street South, St. Petersburg
Amber Sheppard, Licensed Cosmetologist
Shop 727-328-2623
Cell 727-543-8953
Walk-ins Available Saturday Only

Loc’s, Twist, Braids, Sisterlocks®

Appointments Only
1001B 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727-743-4239
www.Hairitizsalon.com
Willie “Hot Dog” Hardwick

PLACE YOUR AD IN THE

General Repairs, Roofing, Drywall,
Carpentry, Soffit and Gutters, Painting,
Pressure Cleaning, Plastering,
Hauling, Installing Doors and Windows
Electrical and Plumbing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY!
NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!

Call (727) 896-2922

No Jobs Too Small

(727) 252-3170 or 867-7242
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COMMUNITY NEWS
How To Look Your Best
This Holiday Season

(StatePoint) - No matter if
you’re going to a holiday party at
work or to a family get-together,
this season we all want to look
our best.
Neatness and good
grooming are “in” this year. And
you need to be sure you are
dressed appropriately for the
occasion. You don’t want to
show up in formal attire for a
casual office party or vice-versa.
Here’s how to look your best
this season:
• Dress Right For The Party:
If you are attending a holiday
party with co-workers, be sure to
dress — and behave — conservatively. Unless it’s a formal
shindig, both men and women
should go business casual. Men
should beware of gaudy holiday
ties, while women should go easy
on both jewelry and make-up.
• Neatness Counts: Nobody
wants to spend time with a
messy party guest. Crisply
pre ss ed clothes p roje ct a
confident image and show that
you pay attention to detail. Use a

clothing iron with a pointed tip
and a double-pointed soleplate to
smooth out tight spots like
collars, buttons and cuffs. These
spots are the first things people
notice and you don’t want them
wrinkled.
• Grooming Is Key: Just
because it’s a celebratory season,
doesn’t mean you should be a
slovenly reveler. Especially
when you dress casual,
grooming is crucial. Your hair
should be neat, don’t skip that
shower or bath, and men should
be cleanly shaved or have welltrimmed beards. Never go light
on the grooming!
• Fast Fixes: Are you late for
the party and all wrinkled? Did
your clothing get rumpled in
your luggage on the trip home
for the holidays? If you’re in a
hurry, use the steam setting on an
iron and gently hover over
wrinkles, smoothing out the
warm fabric with your hand. If a
complete ironing is needed
quickly, use an iron with a bigger
surface area, more steamholes

TO Y

receiving items for my grands.
This is wonderful.”
This is the second year for
the toy drive. “It seems to get
bigger on both sides, more
givers and more recipients. Last
year we gave items to 50
children and this year we are up
to 60,” shared Taylor as she
walked away to assist another
mother choose items.
The Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum is
located at 2240 9th Ave. So. in
the historic Jordan Park.

continued from front page

to solicit for items or money and
the community stepped up. “We
were given electronics that the
kids requested, clothing, digital
cameras and toys,” she said.
“Everything
goes
full
circle,” said Grandmother, Betty
Scott, who was at the museum to
get toys for her grandchildren, “I
was out this morning helping a
group give things to other needy
families and now here I am

and a double-pointed soleplate,
which will eliminate 25 percent
from ironing time. Always travel
with a sewing kit to reattach
buttons and mend hems.
• L o o k Great Wi t h o u t
Spending on Dry Cleaning: Dry
cleaning can be expensive and
add yet another errand to your
list during this busy season.
Some clothing, like sweaters,
may be labeled dry clean only
but can be washed at home in a
garment bag on the gentle cycle
using gentle detergent. If your
pants or blouses aren’t dirty, just
wrinkled, return them to perfect
condition with a precision iron.
You can also avoid dry cleaning
by using different settings on
your iron, such as for silk, or
smoothing out the front crease of
your pants with your iron. You
can extend the life of certain
clothing by dry cleaning items
less frequently.
Of course, another way to
look good this holiday season is
to skip that extra piece of pie or
holiday cookie!

Volunteers Sought For Event To
Benefit Area Homeless

S T. P E T E R S B U R G The organizers of Project
Homeless Connect, a one-day
event to assist those in Pinellas
County who are homeless or in
need, are seeking 700 volunteers to assist with the
Saturday, January 30, 2010,
event from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m.
The one-day service fair at
the St. Petersburg Coliseum,
535 Fourth Ave. N., will
connect approximately 1200
individuals who are homeless
or at the risk of becoming
homeless and who need help

with care professionals and
services that include medical
and dental screenings and
other personal services; job
and housing assistance; social,
legal and transportation
services; spiritual counseling
and Florida IDs. Free breakfast
and lunch will be provided and
sleeping bags and personal
items will be distributed to all
attendees. Transportation from
mid and north Pinellas County
for attendees to and from the
ev e n t w i l l b e p r o v i d e d .
Childcare will also be
provided. Interpreters will be

available to assist with Spanish
translations and for the hearing
impaired.
Volunteers are requested to
register at the website,
www.pinellasconnect.org, and
to receive complete information on volunteering opportunities. Interested individuals or
groups may contact Derenda
McCook at 727-366-6064 for
ad d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n .
Monetary donations can be
sent to the Pinellas County
Coalition for the Homeless,
5180 62nd Ave. N., Pinellas
Park, FL 33781.

Maximo Elementary
MicroSociety® And Visual Arts
Magnet Program Receives
National Honor

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Maximo Elementary School,
4850 31 St. S, St. Petersburg,
has been selected as a 20092010 Magnet School Showcase
Site by MicroSociety, Inc., a
non-profit educational services
organization with a 15-year
track record as one of the
nation’s leading experts in real
world learning for the K-8 population. The MicroSociety® and
Visual Arts Magnet Program
was recognized for successful-

ly using MicroSociety® best
practices and instructional
strategies to reduce minority
group isolation and connecting
real life to learning. School
districts from across the
country considering adopting
MicroSociety® programs, are
encouraged to visit Maximo
Elementary and ask questions
of both students and staff.
Maximo has recently been
invited to be one of the designated school tours as part of the

May 2010 MSA Conference in
Tampa.
Maximo Elementary has
received numerous national
awards for their magnet
program, including being
named a 2008 Magnet School
of America School of
Excellence.
For more information,
contact Seymour Brown III,
principal or Lorol Brackx,
magnet coordinator, 727-8932191.

Estelle Tucker stands
inside the museum after
receiving several gifts
for her four children

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

PLEASE
Support
Our
Advertisers

29 23 12
PICK OF THE WEEK!

150
240
412

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
1-6 2-8
7-4 3-2
5-1 6-7

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Joe Greene

Charles Edward Greene,
known as “Mean Joe” Greene,
(born September 24, 1946) is a
fo rm er all- pr o Ame rica n
football defensive tackle who
p l a y ed f or the Pittsburgh
Steelers of the NFL.
Throughout the early 1970s he
was the most dominant
de fe n s ive player in the
National Football League. He
is considered by many to be the
greatest defensive linemen
ever and was the cornerstone of
the awesome “Steel Curtain”
defense. He is also a member
of the Pro Football Hall of
Fame and a four-time Super
Bowl champion.
In 1969, he was selected by
the Pittsburgh Steelers with the
4th pick of the NFL draft and
spent his entire career with
them until his retirement in
1981. When Joe Greene was
drafted, a newspaper headline
asked Who's Joe Greene? The
question was quickly answered
as Greene became so good, that
teams double-teamed, and even
triple-teamed, him throughout
his entire career.
A fter he w as drafte d,
Greene quickly established
himself as a dominant
de fe ns ive player. He was
strong, quick, and intense. He
was the NFL's rookie of the
year in 1969, even though he
played on a poor Steelers team
that went 1-13 and had a long
standing reputation of being a
doormat for other NFL teams.
He had no tolerance for
losing, and the team veterans
quickly took notice. His intense
desire to win rallied the
veterans around him, and with
great drafts as well as superb
coaching, the Steelers franchise
soon began to undergo a
dramatic makeover. Joe Greene
was credited as the cornerstone
of the great Steelers dynasty
and the most important player
in team history. He was
m a n i a cal, r elentle ss, a nd
utterly unstoppable.
Greene was the leader and
the anchor of the Steel Curtain
defense that won four Super
Bowls in the 1970s. He was
twice recognized as the NFL
defensive player of the year in
1972 and 1974. He, along with
other members of the Steelers'
front four (L.C. Greenwood,
Dwight White, and Ernie
Holmes) even appeared on the
cover of Time magazine. That
defense held NFL MVP Fran
Tarkenton and the Vikings
offense scoreless in Super
Bowl IX (the Vikings only
scored on a blocked punt, for
which they missed the extra
point), the only time that has
o c c u rr ed in Super B owl
history. It was also Greene's

best championship performance, when he became the first
player ever to record an interception, a forced fumble, and a
fumble recovery in a single
Super Bowl. He went to the Pro
Bowl 10 times during his
career.
Greene is also well-known
for the "stunt 4-3" defense in
which he would line up at an
angle, between the center and
guard, and would explode into
the line taking up 2-3 blockers.
He started doing this sometime
in the 1974 season, and while it
cut down on the number of
sacks he racked up, it freed up
his other defensive teammates
like middle linebacker Jack
Lambert to make tackles with
ease.
After leading the Steelers
to another Super Bowl win
after the 1975 season over the
Dallas Cowboys in Super Bowl
X, Greene missed the first
several games of the 1976
season with a back injury. The
Steelers started off the season
1-4 and looked like they would
not ma ke the p l ay o ffs .
Quarterback Terry Bradshaw
also got injured and was
replaced by rookie Mike
Kruczek. The season looked
lost. But Greene and the
Steelers defense carried the
Steelers to nine straight wins
and the playoffs. In what was
probably the greatest NFL
defense in the modern era, the
1976 Steelers held opponents
to an average of less than 10
points per game (138 points
over 14 games). During their

nine-game winning streak, the
Steelers defense recorded five
s h u t o u t s , an o t h er m o d ern
record, and gave up a total of
just 28 points (roughly 3 points
per game). The defense
allowed only two touchdowns
over nine games.
Ten of the eleven starters
on that 1976 Steelers team
were players who made the
Pro Bowl at least once in their
career (eight starters made the
Pro Bowl after the 1976
season). Middle linebacker
Jack Lambert had, along with
Greene, become the emotional
leader of the defense and over
the next several years became
the dominant player at his
po s i t i o n wh i l e Green e
continued to perform at an allpro level, becoming a 5-time
All-Pro (1972-74,77,79) and
in 1969 receiving the first of
his 10 Pro Bowl invitations.
He retired after the 1981
season after 13 years in the
league.
His spot on the team was
technically not replaced: the
Steelers switched to a 3-4
defensive alignment for the
1982 season, which has only
one nose tackle as opposed to
two defensive tackles, giving
the extra spot to a second
middle linebacker. The team
has used the 3-4 alignment
since Greene's retirement.
His end stats were 181
games, 78.5 sacks (unofficially, as sacks were not an official
statistic until 1982) and 16
fumble recoveries.

Do I Have To Get Poked Again?
The flu (influenza) is a virus
which causes a condition we are
all familiar with or experienced in
our lives. Unlike the common
cold, the flu can cause severe
illness and life-threatening complications in many people. The
best way to prevent seasonal flu is
by getting a seasonal flu vaccination each year. In the United
States, on average 5 percent to 20
percent of the population gets the
flu; more than 200,000 people are
hospitalized from seasonal flurelated complications, and; about
36,000 people die from seasonal
flu-related causes. Some people,
such as older people, young
children, pregnant women, and

people with certain health conditions, are at high risk for serious flu
complications.
The influenza virus has a built
in survival mechanism also,
causing it to change or mutate in
time into a different virus unrecognizable to our immune system. It
does this by having two major
antigens: (H) and (N) on the
surface of the virus. Seasonal
changes in (H) or (N) causes
antigenic shifts which is the
common flu we are vaccinated
against yearly. Major changes in
(H) and/or (N) are termed
antigenic drifts which are the
causes of epidemic and pandemic
outbreaks.

We get flu shots to protect us
against the antigenic shifts each
season. Each seasonal vaccine
contains three different influenza
viruses based on scientist and
researchers best estimation about
which types and strains of viruses
will circulate in a given year. The
best ways to take every day action
against the flu are to: 1) cover your
nose or mouth with a tissue when
coughing or sneezing, 2) wash
hands often with soap and water,
especially after coughing and
sneezing, 3) avoid touching your
eyes, nose, or mouth to prevent
germ spread, 4) stay home if sick
to limit contact with others to keep
from infecting them.

Ten Best Films Of 2009

BY DWIGHT BROWN
NNPA FILM CRITIC

(NNPA) In this sweeping year
of change, good films have
remained a constant. Looking back
on the high-quality movies of 2009,
there are memorable stories, outstanding performances, highdrama, romance, lots of laughs and
wild thrills. Certain films stand out
and will vie for Oscar® awards.
Some may never win a trophy but
still have a lot to offer audiences in
theaters, on DVD, or Video On
Demand. These top ten movies
deserve praise on many levels.
The Ten Best Films:
Avatar (***1/2) – Director
James Cameron (Titanic) mixes
live action and animation to create a
3-D sci-fi epic about a paraplegic
marine who inhabits the body of a
blue, nine-foot-tall, indigenous
droid warrior, an Avatar. The
Avatar’s job is to infiltrate an
indigenous tribe group called Na’vi
on the moon Pandora so greedy
capitalists can steal buried treasure.
A chief’s daughter (Zoe Saldana)
deters bad intentions. The liveaction shots are engaging but don’t
hold a candle to the make-believe,
idealistic world of Pandora where
astonishing creatures, both prehistoric and jungle-like, roam.
Visually stunning. Eco-friendly.
Fantastic Mr. Fox (***1/2) –
Wes Anderson’s films (The Royal
Tennenbaums, The Darjeeling
Limited) are a bit quirky and not
everyone’s taste. This animated
movie is his most accessible and
clever film yet. A sly fox (George
Clooney) swears to his wife (Meryl
Streep) that he is so over his
dangerous habit of stealing
chickens. But like a junkie needing
a fix, he’s back to scoping hen
houses and pissing off farmers who
have a vendetta. The script was
adapted from a children’s’ book by
Roald Dahl. Odd, jerky animation,
compelling voiceovers and droll
dialogue appeal to kids and adults.
Hunger (****) – The
“troubles” between Catholics and
Protestants in Northern Ireland are
an enigmatic social issue to most
Americans. African heritage
director Steve McQueen and his
writing partner Enda Walsh put a
face on the suffering of the Catholic
contingent when they penned and
made this riveting film that chronicles the last six weeks of the life of
the Irish republican political

prisoner and hunger striker Bobby
Sands. McQueen’s directing debut
is intuitive and polished. Michael
Fassbender as the emaciated Sands
turns in the most challenging male
performance of the year.
The Hurt Locker (***1/2)
Director Kathryn Bigelow injects a
steely, cinema verité style in this
Iraq war film that puts the audience
in the boots of a rebel-rousing,
adrenaline-junkie
Staff
Sgt.
William James (Jeremy Renner)
who has the plumb assignment of
defusing bombs. She deglamorizes
combat and creates teeth-grinding
suspense with a could-get-killedany-minute rhythm that keeps you
looking over your shoulder.
Anthony Mackie plays the Staff
Sgt.’s antithesis, as the levelheaded,
war-weary Sgt. JT Sanborn.
Maverick, in-your-face filmmaking.
Invictus (***) – Former South
African freedom fighter Nelson
Mandela emerged from two
decades of prison with saintly
virtues. Morgan Freeman masterfully channels the thoughtful leader
as he uses the sport of rugby and a
formerly, nearly all-white national
team to propagate his message of
truth and reconciliation. Clint
Eastwood directs. His son Kyle
Eastwood provides a winsome
musical score. Matt Damon, with a
pitch perfect South African accent,
gives a superb supporting performance as the rugby captain.
Precious: Based on the novel
“Push” by Sapphire (****) –
Something in this very specific
urban drama about an over-weight,
abused African American teenage
mother touches audiences. Credit a
strong script (Geoffrey Fletcher)
that pits a vulnerable adolescent
(gracefully played by Gabourey
“Gabby” Sidibe) against a demonic
mother (Mo’Nique, she’s a
hurricane). Lee Daniels, an uncompromising director, artfully intertwines winsome, escapist imagery
among the nightmarish tragedy.
Yes the film depicts an African
American family gaming the
welfare system. Yes black men are
demonized (the father in this film
does every thing but steal his child’s
purse). Even with these transgressions, Precious… is an emotionally
satisfying, inspiring, and enormously courageous film.
Public Enemies (***1/2) –
Director Michael Mann’s (Heat,
Ali) exhibits certain artistry in this

crime story that follows J. Edgar
Hoover (Bully Crudup) and F.B.I.
agent Melvin Purvis (Christian
Bale) as they track down notorious
American gangsters John Dillinger
(Johnny Depp), Baby Face Nelson
(Stephen Graham) and Pretty Boy
Floyd (Channing Tatum). Aweinspiring filmmaking showcases
Depp in one of his most charismatic portrayals. Oscar-winning
French actress Marion Cotlillard
plays Dillinger’s love interest.
Gorgeous cinematography.
Star Trek (****) – A brazen,
young Captain James T. Kirk
(Chris Pine), an enigmatic Spock
(Zachary Quinto) and a spunky
new Uhura (Zoe Saldana) rejuvenate the USS Enterprise crew,
making Star Trek last summer’s
best adrenalin-pumping blockbuster. An ingeniously conceived
plotline weaves in and out of the
past and present and is mind
blowing. Heart-racing action at
warp speed. Perfectly choreographed by director J.J. Abrams.
This Is It (***1/2) – Arguably
the best swansong musical documentary made. An engaging combination of live rehearsals and
MTV-like footage along with the
grueling performances of a pop
culture icon whose music, dancing,
and stage performances have
touched people around the world in
ways he could never fathom. This
concert movie, with no live
audience, will become a DVD
classic.
Up (****) – Pixar Animation
Studios hits the jackpot again with
this funny, adventurous romp that
teams a grouchy 78-year-old
widower (Ed Asner) and an
overzealous eight-year-old explorer
scout (Jordan Nagal). They take a
trip in his house, suspended by
thousands of balloons, to Paradise
Falls South America to fulfill a
dream of his late wife. Lively, edgy,
and heartwarming family entertainment.
Disappointing Films That
Couldn’t Find A Groove:
Good Hair, Fame, Bright Star,
The Informant, Men Who Stare @
Goats, Taking Woodstock, Bruno,
Dance Flick, Angels & Demons,
Next Day Air, X-Men Origins:
Wolverine, The Soloist, Watchmen,
Nine, The Road.
Pass along the good word on
the good films. Better yet, see them
yourself. And above all, have a …
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

HOROSCOPES
DECEMBER 24 - 30
ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

Even if you can't be with someone
you care for, call that person or send
a Soul Vibration to let them know
you care. You'll feel better and so
will the person. Take time to meditate on the good things life has in
store for you.

You can expect a message from a distance to arrive this week and you'll be
happy to hear it. The spirit is easily lifted if you remember that you only have
to imagine your world the way you
want it to be. Create a happy reality
this week!

Move slowly concerning relationships this
week. People are a little edgy and they
don't know exactly where you are coming
from. Make full explanations. Don't assume
that they know what's on your mind. Most
of all, stay positive no matter what.

TAURUS

VIRGO

A person is only as good as their
word. If you have made any promises recently remember to follow
through. People will be counting on
you. Any dissatisfaction you feel
might come from not doing what you
told someone that you would do.

You're likely to be efficient and productive this week. Even if you work hard
you’ll get satisfaction from a job well
done! Use your talents to create some
free time for yourself. Take a vacation
or hang out at home with someone
special.

GEMINI
If you're not sure about a business
deal ask someone who knows.
Asking questions now can help avoid
mistakes in the future. The love that
you have been looking for is right in
front of you. Your ability to see it
improves this week.

CANCER
Your ability to display enormous
grace under enormous pressure will
be tested this week. Use your gifts
this week to transcend petty criticism. Consider the source and know
that you are doing just fine.

LIBRA
Matters relating to health need attention. Prevention is more valuable than
cure. Rest and eat well this week. Your
stress will be lower by knowing that
you do not have to fix a relationship
that has gone sour. Feel your independence and ability to travel alone.

SCORPIO
Use better judgment with regard to
financial matters. Stop rationalizing.
Money is important. Do something
about the fact that you might find
yourself broke more often than you
wish. Continuing to deny it will delay
doing something about it.

CAPRICORN
You can't be right all of time. Instead of
always trying to be right, try to find the logic
in other's viewpoint whether you happen to
agree or not. Endear yourself to a loved one
real soon, by really listening to what they
have to say. Don't be so stubborn, that you
deny yourself what you really want.

AQUARIUS
This week is a good week to dump any
extra baggage that has been pulling you
down.You have too much potential to
throw away and waste your time on issues
that will amount to nothing. Stay focused
on your goals. Meet and spend time with
people who will be able to help you reach
them.

PISCES
Your spiritual vibes will give you insight on a
situation that’s been on your mind. Share
your thoughts with someone close to you.
Spend time with friends and family that will
provide support and guidance when you
make an important decision.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Angelo: No
Decision On Smith’s
Status With Bears

BUCS
CORNER
Buccaneers Prey On Struggling Seahawks

Josh Freeman

BY GREGG BELL

S E ATTLE ( A P) - Josh
Freeman walked over to Tampa
Bay's sideline after his ninth
interception in just over two
games. The 21-year-old rookie
looked first-year coach Raheem
Morris in the eye and calmly
said: "I got it." Morris' reply:

"Go get it." He did.
Freeman threw two
touchdown passes in the second
half, Tampa Bay's battered
defense forced five turnovers
from Seattle's reckless Matt
Hasselbeck, and the Buccaneers
rallied to a 24-7 win over the
Seahawks on Sunday.
Tampa Bay (2-12) won for
just the second time in 17
games, and won on the West
Coast for the first time since
beating Oakland in the Super
Bowl on Jan. 26, 2003, in San
Diego.
With maybe 500 angry
Seattle fans watching by the end,
the young Bucs smiled triumphantly pointed to the sky
after the team's first win away
from Tampa in 10 tries, since
Nov. 23, 2008, at Detroit.
"There was never a moment
when my con fi d en ce was
shaken," F re em an s ai d . He

finished 16 of 26 for 205 yards
after starting 2 for 6 with the
interception.
One week after losing 34-7
at Houston, the Seahawks (5-9)
were held to fewer than 10
points for the fourth time this
season. That's their most since
2001 - Hasselbeck's first season
as Seattle's starter and just
before the franchise turned into
a perennial playoff team that
made a Super Bowl appearance
in the middle of this decade.
That seems like centuries
ago. "We thought after last week
it couldn't get any worse,"
S e a h a w k s r e c e i v e r T. J .
Houshmandzadeh said.
"Surprise." It was hard to tell
what was more stunning: this
uprising from the young, beatendown Buccaneers - or just how
far the sorry Seahawks have
fallen.
Tam p a B ay 's l as t ro ad

victory against a team that
wasn't winless was Nov. 2, 2008,
at Kansas City.
"This is a milestone, really,"
said 34-year-old cornerback
Ronde Barber, who has been a
Buc since 1997. "We definitely
have a long way to go still, but
we feel like we're building
something."
Seattle's dismal week began
with coach Jim Mora pleading
that he needed tougher
" di r t b a g s , " a n d s a y i n g t h e
league-wide perception is that
the Seahawks were soft. Then
came Saturday night's news that
locally beloved Mike Holmgren
would not be returning as an
executive to save the franchise.
It g o t s o b a d f o r t h e
Seahawks, they were forced to
use little cornerback Kelly
Jennings as their long snapper in
the second half.

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

The Bucs (2-12) will travel to New Orleans to face the Saints (13-1) Sunday, Dec. 27th at 1:00 p.m.

Holmgren Agrees To Deal With Browns

Mike Holmgren

BEREA, Ohio (AP)
Serious. Credible. A leader. In
Mike Holmgren, Cleveland
Browns owner Randy Lerner hit
t h e t rif ecta he desperately
wanted.
Holmgren, who returned
Green Bay to prominence and
raised Seattle's profile during his
N F L c a r e e r, o n M o n d a y
accepted an offer to become
p re si dent of the C le ve la nd
Bro w ns , a tr adition-ric h
franchise needing a major
makeover after a decade of
losing and front-office incompetence.
Lerner said he reached a prel i m i nar y agr eement with
H o l mgr en, a Super B owlwinning coach who brings
immediate credibility to the
down-and-out Browns.
"We are pleased to announce
that Mike Holmgren has agreed
to join the Cleveland Browns,"
Lerner said in a statement. "We
will spend the rest of the week
finalizing the details of the
agreement and will make a
formal announcement next
week."
As part of a front-office
shakeup, Lerner said current
president Mike Keenan will
become the club's chief financial
officer.

The 61-year-old Holmgren
is coming to Cleveland strictly
in an executive role. Last week,
he indicated his job offer with
the Browns could include a
return to the sideline. But
Holmgren will remain upstairs
and serve as the camera-shy
Lerner's top executive.
With his trademark
mustache and distinct, rounded
features, Holmgren is the new
face of the Browns.
While embraced by
Cleveland fans, Holmgren's
arrival could be trouble for
coach Eric Mangini, who is just
3-11 in his fi rs t s eas o n .
Holmgren, who will likely bring
in a general manager to oversee
personnel decisions, may also
replace Mangini.
But with Cleveland's 41-34
win over Kansas City on
Sunday, Mangini may have
strengthened his chances of
staying and will have two more
games to impress his new boss.
Mangini is convinced he has the
Browns, who have lost at least
10 games in six of the past seven
seasons and made the AFC
playoffs just once since 1999,
headed in the right direction.
Mangini can only hope
Holmgren agrees or it will be
one-and-don e fo r h i m i n
Cleveland.
Holmgren refused to
speculate on Mangini's status
last week during a radio appearance. He praised Mangini's
coaching ability and work ethic,
and said he would give any
coach a chance, especially one
in his first season. Holmgren
cited Bill Parcells' firing of Cam
Cameron in Miami when the
former coach took over as the
Dolphins' "football czar."
"Those types of decisions,

the tough decisions, sometimes
they aren't fair," Holmgren said.
"But I would do everything in
my power to make sure it's the
right one and that everyone gets
a chance to prove themselves."
Interestingly,
Holmgren's
agreement with the Browns
came exactly one year to the day
after he coached Seattle to a 133 win over Mangini's New York
Jets, essentially ending the Jets'
playoff chances and finishing off
Mangini, who was fired
following last season.
Ho l m g ren s ai d h e was
intrigued by the opportunity to
join Cleveland because of the
absence of "layers" between him
and Lerner, who in November
announced he was looking to
add a "serious, credible leader"
to his organization. Holmgren
spent two days meeting with
Lerner last week and came away
i m p res s ed b y t h e o wn er's
passion to win and what he
learned about the Browns.
On Saturday, Holmgren
turned down a front-office
position with the Seahawks,
whom he coached for 10
seasons, serving four as GM and
coach.
Holmgren stepped down as
Seattle's coach after last season
to spend more time with his
family. However, the chance to
rebuild another franchise was
too much for him to resist, and
he's coming out of semiretirement to take on the Browns, who
haven't had anyone of his
renown on board since their
expansion return.
"The challenge of rebuilding
is kind of in my blood,"
Holmgren said last week.
During his Monday news
conference, Mangini was again
put in the uncomfortable

position of having to address
speculation about Holmgren,
who led the Packers to two
Super Bowls and taking the
Seahawks to their only appearance.
"I'm really focused on the
group and getting them ready to
play," Mangini said before the
team announced its deal with
Holmgren. "As far as a timeline
or any of the other things, it's not
what I'm doing or concentrating
on. It's not what the coaches are
concentrating on and not what
the players are concentrating on.
"What I'm looking to do is
coach the team. That's it."
The Browns beat the Chiefs
with record-breaking performances by running back Jerome
Harrison and kick returner extraordinaire Josh Cribbs.
Harrison rushed for 286
yards, breaking Hall of Fame
running back Jim Brown's team
record and posting the thirdhighest total in league history.
Cribbs returned kickoffs 100
and 103 yards in the first half,
matching the single-game mark
and setting the career record
with eight touchdown returns.
Following
the
game,
Mangini got an endorsement to
remain as coach from Brown,
who serves as an executive
advisor to Lerner.
"Of course I think he
deserves it from Jim Brown's
point of view," said Brown.
"What I'm looking at is an
improved team. A lot of young
people that we don't even know
are playing good football. I don't
know the politics behind the
scenes. I'm not going to contradict [Lerner]. Right now we've
won two in a row and I think it's
proven there is direction."

Have any questions or comments
about TWC Sports? Please Email us at

sports@theweeklychallenger.com

B A LT I M O R E ( A P ) Chicago Bears general
manager Jerry Angelo on
Sunday said the fate of coach
Lovie Smith has not yet been
decided.
Before the game against
the Ravens, Angelo shot down
a report from Comcast
SportsNet/Chicago on Friday
that cited unnamed sources
saying Smith would return for
the next to last year of his
contract in 2010.
A review of Smith will be
conducted after the Bears
finish the season against
Minnesota and Detroit. ``At
the end of the year, we sit
down, we talk,'' Angelo said.
After the Bears' 31-7 loss
to Baltimore, Smith said he
didn't expect any resolution to
his
contractual
situation
during the remainder of the
regular season. The Bears
close out the season with a
home game against Minnesota
and a road game at Detroit.
``What's a vote of confidence at this time? ... You don't
talk about things like that
during the year,'' Smith said.
``(We're) disappointed in our
play, disappointed in our
record. I'm the head football
coach, so I'm sure a lot of
people aren't knocking down
the door wanting to pat me on
the back.''
Angelo also said the injury
suffered by Pro Bowl middle
linebacker Brian Urlacher in
the season's first game would
not be a factor in any decisions
that will be made about Smith.
``I'm not going to blame
injuries on our season,''
Angelo said. ``For the most
part we stayed pretty healthy.
Losing Urlacher right at the
beginning (was big), but we
were able to overcome that.
``Like I said, injuries are a
part of the game. If you have a
rash of injuries that's one
thing. We never really had a

rash of injuries.''
Among things Angelo said
he will talk to Smith about is
the decision to act both as
defensive coordinator and
head coach this season.
``Things didn't come
together like we wanted and
there are a lot of reasons why,''
Angelo said. ``It's not just any
one thing and he may bring
that (dual role) up, I don't
know.
``All this is premature, but
we could get a real laundry list
of things that didn't go quite
the way we wanted them to go
this year.''
Quarterback Jay Cutler,
who has thrown an NFL-high
25 interceptions, said players
are aware of the uncertainty
surrounding Smith and his
coaching staff.
``That's how it goes.
You're never safe in this
league, especially when you're
losing ballgames, when you're
not playing to the level you're
expected to. ... That comes
with the territory,'' Cutler said.
Angelo said winning and
playing well in the final games
will be important in the
decision process.
``We need to get a win,
that's very important right
now,'' Angelo said. ``And I feel
like we've been competitive,
we just haven't been able to
win and that's the bottom line
in our business as we all
know.''
If Smith is retained, he'll
have full ability to make a
change in assistant coaches.
The Bears have struggled on
offense this season and the job
security of offensive coordinator Ron Turner has come under
scrutiny in recent weeks.
``I'm evaluating myself
too,'' Angelo said. ``But I do
know this: We all share into
what happened this year. I'm
not going to sit here and put
blame on any one thing.

Eagles, Chargers,
Vikings, Cards Get
Playoff Spots

(AP) - The Philadelphia
Eagles and San Diego
Chargers are use to making the
playoffs. For the Arizona
Cardinals, going to the postseason in consecutive seasons
is unfamiliar turf.
The Eagles clinched a
postseason berth for the eighth
time this decade when they
defeated the San Francisco
49ers 27-13 on Sunday. The
loss by the 49ers also clinched
the NFC West title for the
Cardinals after Arizona's 31-24
win in Detroit (2-12). Kurt
Wa r n e r t h r e w a 5 - y a r d
touchdown pass to Anquan
Boldin with 1:54 left for the
Cardinals.
The Cardinals (9-5) have
won consecutive division titles
for the first time since 197475. Arizona got the news of its
division title at 30,000 feet
while flying over the greater
Chicago area on the way home.
Donovan McNabb threw
for one touchdown and ran for
another, DeSean Jackson had
140 yards receiving to lead the
Eagles (10-4), who lead the

NFC East by a game over the
Cowboys. Philadelphia visits
the Cowboys for the regular
season finale in two weeks.
Frank Gore ran for 107 yards,
becoming the first player to
surpass 100 yards against the
Eagles in 24 games, but the
49ers (6-8) couldn't overcome
three interceptions thrown by
Alex Smith.
The Chargers won their
fourth consecutive AFC West
title with their 27-24 win over
the Bengals combined with
Denver's 20-19 loss to the
Raiders. Nate Kaeding kicked
a 52-yard field goal with 3
seconds left for San Diego
after Philip Rivers moved the
Chargers 46 yards in 51
seconds with no timeouts to set
up the winning kick.
The Minnesota Vikings
also clinched the NFC North
when the Green Bay Packers
lost 37-36 to the Pittsburgh
Steelers on the final play of the
game. The Vikings lost to the
Carolina Panthers 26-7 later
Sunday night.
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STATE NEWS

NATIONAL NEWS

FAMU Accreditation
Reaffirmed For Ten Years

Castor Amendment Included
In Wall Street Reform Bill To Aid
Struggling Homeowners

TALLAHASSEE - The
So u t her n A s s ociation of
Colleges and Schools
Co m mis s ion on Colleges
(SACSCOC) announced that
Florida A&M University’s
(FAMU) accreditation has been
reaffirmed for a 10-year period
with no further reports required
and no recommendations.
“We are proud of the work
of our accrediting team and the
campus community,” said
FAMU President James H.
Ammons. “Two years ago
scathing financial audits hinted
toward fiscal instability and
uncertainty at FAMU. We have
met our challenges, completed
the accrediting process, and are
focusing our energies on
creating a 21st Century Learning
Center second to none. We have
been through some challenging
times and it is ironic that at the
SACS annual meeting this year
we were the presenters this time,
telling others how to weather the
storm. I can truly say that
achieving this milestone was a
team effort and confirms the
academic and administrative
strength of the university.”
Wi t h i n d a y s b e f o r e
Ammons’ arrival, the
SACSCOC announced that it
was placing FAMU on a sixmonth probationary period, the
organization’s most serious

sanction, aside from withdrawing accreditation. During this
same period, FAMU was undergoing the re-accreditation
process which was pushed back
a year so that the university
could make sure it addressed the
issues related to the probation —
compliance with core standards
related to financial and governance issues. Without accreditation, FAMU students would not
be able to receive federal
financial aid – something more
than 80 percent of students
receive.
With the public’s trust in the
university wavering, Ammons
and his leadership team took the
reigns in July 2007 with a tough
task ahead. However, after
numerous hours of work by staff,
there was a sign of better days
ahead for FAMU.
In December 2007, the State
of Florida Auditor General
reported that FAMU had
received its first unqualified
audit in three years. This was a
clear sign of the restored fiscal
integrity of the institution, but it
was not the last.
The true symbol of FAMU’s
resurgence as a fiscally responsible and credible institution came
in June 2008 when the
SACSCOC announced its
decision to remove FAMU from
probation.

With probation lifted and a
clean fiscal bill of health, the
FAMU leadership team only had
to focus on reaffirmation of
accreditation from the
SACSCOC.
“We had a very competent
staff and we are pleased with the
outcome,” said C. William
Jennings, chair of the FAMU
Board of Trustees. “This is yet
another great milestone achieved
under Dr. Ammons’ administration.”
FAMU has been accredited
by the SACSCOC since 1935.
FAMU achieved a significant
first by becoming the first historically black institution to become
a member of the Southern
Association of Colleges and
Schools.
SACSCOC is the recognized regional accrediting body
in 11 Southern states (Alabama,
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Mississippi, North
Carolina, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia)
and in Latin America for those
institutions of higher education
that award associate, baccalaureate, master's, or doctoral degrees.
The Commission on Colleges is
the representative body of the
College Delegate Assembly and
is charged with carrying out the
accreditation process.

Florida Physicians Approve
Of Medicare Improvements
In Health Reform Bill

TAMPA - Florida's Doctors
for America members went on
the record in favor of the Senate
health reform bill's Medicare
provisions to preserve guaranteed benefits for Medicare
patients and patients nearing the
age of 65 who will soon qualify
for benefits.
" A s a phys ician I a m
confident that health reform will
be good for seniors, especially
seniors who rely on Medicare.
Politicians who argue for the
s t a t u s quo ar e asking for
earmarks for already profitable
i n su rance compan ie s and
Florida's seniors deserve better,"
said Dr. Mona Mangat, a Tampa
physician and Doctors for
America's Regional Director.
"The improvements to Medicare
in the bill will mean your tax

dollars are used to help
Medicare patients get the
treatment they need and rely
on."
The Senate bill provides
seniors with free annual
wellness visits under Medicare
to give seniors a chance to focus
on prevention with their doctors
to address health conditions and
other risk factors for disease.
The Senate Health Reform bill
also stops the impending 21
percent cut in payments to
physicians due next year and
replaces the cuts with a payment
increase, so doctors can
continue to serve their Medicare
patients.
"The health reform
proposals I have seen will
extend the life of Medicare so
patients now nearing retirement

will see the benefits they were
promised all those years they
paid into the Medicare trust
fund," said Dr. Sultan Rahaman,
State Director of Florida's
Doctors for America. "I am
pleased that health reform will
also ensure my Medicare
patients will not have to worry
that access to their doctor will
change."
Doctors for America is a
grassroots group of over 16,000
physicians with a presence in all
fifty states committed to passing
meaningful health reform legislation. The group works to
convey the ideas and experiences of physicians in order to
achieve reform that provides
high quality, affordable healthcare for all Americans.

FAMU Submits Request For
College Of Dental Medicine

TALLAHASSEE – The
F l o ri d a A &M U n iversity
(FAMU) Board of Trustees
approved to submit a request to
the Florida Board of
Governors to amend the State
University System Legislative
Budget Request seeking $1.5
million in planning funds for
the FAMU College of Dental
Medicine.
“There is a tremendous
need, yet very little access to
oral health care,” said FAMU
President James H. Ammons.
“FAMU not only recognizes,
but intends to address this
need. By allowing FAMU to
train students in the College of
Dental Medicine, we plan to
come to the aid of those communities in need.”

According to the Florida
Department of Health (DOH)
Division of Medical Quality
Insurance, oral health care in
Florida remains one of the
most prevalent unmet health
needs. Disparities in oral
health status exist for lowincome populations, racial and
ethnic minority groups, and
disabled populations.
If funding is approved for
the College of Dental
Medicine, this would be the
first dental school established
at a historically black college
or university since 1886.
Cynthia
Hughes-Harris,
provost and vice president of
academic affairs, said, if
approved, FAMU would also
develop a un d erg rad u at e

degree track that would feed
students directly into the
College of Dental Medicine.
“The proposal of the
College of Dental Medicine
further solidifies FAMU’s
commitment to health care disparities locally and across the
nation,” she said. “Access to
oral health is scare, and a
dental school is essential if we
are truly committed to
providing for the community.”
The
proposed
dental
school would also develop
residency programs that would
encourage continued service to
the underserved populations.
The requested $1.5 million
includes funds for consultant
fees, travel, and other operational costs.

WASHINGTON, D.C. –
Congresswoman Kathy Castor
successfully amended the Wall
Street Reform and Consumer
Protection Act to aid struggling
homeowners on the way to final
passage by the House of
Representatives
today.
The
landmark legislation offers relief
to homeowners and protects
consumers from bank, credit card,
and risky financial practices that
led to the economic collapse of
2008 and the Great Recession.
Castor last year voted against
the Wall Street bailout bill, known
as TARP, because it focused
directly on Wall Street rather than
middle class families and did not
include safeguards for executive
pay, bonuses, and transparency.
“I opposed the Wall Street
bailout last year because it did not
provide direct help to middle class
families in the housing squeeze or
safeguard taxpayer money. The
Wall Street Reform bill now levels
the playing field despite the opposition from the big banks and
Republicans. Democrats fought
through the special interest resistance to provide new help for
homeowners while reining in the
unscrupulous
behavior
like
predatory lending practices.”
Castor and Rep. Doris

Matsui, D- CA, coauthored an
amendment approved by the
House that requires banks and
mortgage servicers to provide
monthly details on their loan modification efforts under the Home
Affordable
Modification
Program. While the Making
Home Affordable initiative aimed
to help an estimated 3 million to 4
million at-risk homeowners avoid
foreclosure, lenders and servicers
have been resistant to requests for
modifications from qualified
families.
“Many families are doing
everything right and want to stay
in their homes and pay their
mortgages, but banks and loan
servicers have been slow to
respond to requests for a modification,” Castor said. “My
amendment will pressure lenders
to meet the needs of their
borrowers and keep qualified
families in their homes. It will
keep lenders honest by requiring
transparent, up-to-date information about modifications - no
more excuses.”
Tampa Bay neighborhoods
also will receive an important
boost with new mortgage assistance resources for communities
with high unemployment under
provisions in the Act for new low-

interest housing loans and money
set aside for neighborhood revitalization efforts.
“These initiatives begin what
we should have done long ago:
directly help and protect neighborhoods and homeowners.
Foreclosure rates are still far too
high in Florida, so I know these
measures will go a long way
toward helping Florida families
pay their mortgages and stay in
their homes.
“A new Consumer Financial
Protection Agency will prevent
the financial industry from
offering predatory mortgage loans
to people who cannot afford
repayment:
reform
aimed
squarely at the subprime lenders.
I heard from thousands of
Floridians who attended the four
foreclosure assistance workshops
I organized about how they had
been taken advantage of by their
lenders. Now there will be
penalties for irresponsible lending
and strong consumer protections
for mortgages. The Consumer
Financial Protection Agency’s
mission will be to protect homeowners and small businesses –
rather than banks and Wall
Street.”

Senate Casts First Health
Care Vote, Obama’s Christmas
Wish Likely to Happen

BY HAZELTRICE EDNEY
NNPAEDITOR-IN-CHIEF

(NNPA) - The U. S. Senate has
finally taken a procedural vote
toward passage of a health care bill
with a final vote expected this week,
just in time for Christmas as
President Obama had hoped.
A 60-40 vote taken early
Monday morning was a cloture
vote, a procedure that prevented
Republicans from filibustering, the
act of prolonging or stalling the final
vote. The vote – with all 60 being
Democrats - all but guarantees a
passage of the bill considered by
President Obama to be “landmark
reform that will finally reduce the
cost of health care.”
He said in his weekly radio
address on Friday, “When it
becomes law, families will save on
their premiums. Small businesses
and Americans who don’t get any
insurance today through their
employers will no longer be forced
to pay punishingly high rates to get
coverage.”
But the bill, called the “Patient
Protection and Affordable Care
Act”, is not all that Black legislators
wanted for their constituents who
suffer most from health care costs
and no benefits, often due to low
pay, lack of jobs, and higher illness
rates. Early in the House of
Representatives debate, Black
lawmakers had vowed to block any
bill that did not have a public option.
That’s because a public option
would not only provide free or low
priced quality health care for those
not able to pay, but force private
insurers to lower their prices because
of the public competition.
The House version that passed
narrowly last month has a public
option that was applauded by the
Congressional Black Caucus as well
as other color Caucuses that had
united for that cause. But the Senate
version does not. In January, leaders

in the two houses of Congress will
begin the grueling process of trying
to mesh the two bills – requiring
compromise and attempts to salvage
the best of both bills before taking a
final vote.
By NNPAdeadline, CBC Chair
Barbara Lee had not released a
statement on the Senate version
voted on Monday morning. But
following the passage of the House
bill last month, she vowed to fight
until the end for the public option.
“When others were pronouncing health reform dying — and the
public option dead and buried — we
kept on fighting!” Lee said after the
House passage. “And we will keep
fighting until a final health care bill is
on the president’s desk that includes
not only a strong public option, but
provisions to achieve health equity,
eliminate health disparities, and to
limit the rate of increase for those
with private plans.”
However, given the political
stakes for Democrats, it is not likely
that either Senate or House
Democrats will allow the bill to fail
completely no matter what the cost.
Also, future amendments can be
made to the bill.
Democrats began celebrating
immediately after the vote around 1
a.m. Monday morning.
“Tonight the Senate took
another major step on the road to
finally delivering health insurance
reform to the American people,”
Democratic Party Chairman Tim
Kaine said in a statement emailed
around 1:35 a.m.
“Thanks to Democratic senators
who worked hard to find common
ground and the extraordinary leadership and vision of President Obama,
the fundamental change that has
eluded this country for decades, is
finally within reach,” Kaine stated.
Republicans are livid. At almost
the same time as Kaine’s statement,
Republican National Committee
Chairman emailed a release saying,

“A top down bureaucratic government-run health care system that will
cost nearly a trillion dollars is not
what the American people want. If
the liberals in Congress don’t understand this by now – they will when
the voters give them a pink slip in
2010.”
Actually, the Senate legislation
will cost about $871 billion,
compared to the House’s $1 trillion
version, a higher cost largely due to
the public option.
Once the final vote comes on
Thursday, Christmas Eve, the
January reconciliation of the two
bills will likely be as acrimonious as
the debates leading to passage. But,
in the long-run, Obama concludes
the common ground in the bills will
be well worth his signature.
“Both the House and Senate
bills would make it against the law
for insurance companies to deny you
coverage on the basis of a preexisting condition or illness. Both
would stop insurers from charging
exorbitant premiums on the basis of
age, health, or gender. Both would
prevent insurance companies from
dropping your coverage when you
get sick. And both would put a limit
on how much you have to pay out of
pocket for the treatments you need in
a year or lifetime,” he said. “Simply
put, the protections currently
included in both the health insurance
reform bill passed by the House and
the version currently on the Senate
floor would represent the toughest
measures we’ve ever taken to hold
the insurance industry accountable.
Anyone who says otherwise simply
hasn’t read the bills.
He adds, “Let’s deliver on the
promise of health insurance reforms
that will make our people healthier,
our economy stronger, and our
future more secure. And as this
difficult year comes to a close, let’s
show the American people that we
are equal to the task of meeting our
great challenges.”
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Queen Street

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Mission Statement

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

10th Street Church Of God

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

New Covenant
Holiness Church
1625 6th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
727-821-3561
“A Willing Example” 1 Peter 5:1-4
Sunday Services are at 4 pm
Wed. & Fri. Services are at 7 pm

Pastor
Kenneth D.
Jackson

5315 28th Avenue South
Gulfport, Florida
727-744-3589

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

Wednesday Night Bible Study ........................7:00 pm
Bible Study Location: 5004 Tangerine Ave. So., Gulfport

Sunday School ............................................... 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service ...............................11:00 am
(1st thru 4th Sundays)

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

THE ROCK

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church
2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Rober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church “God’s House in the
City” under the leadership of our
soldier of the cross, and drum major for
justice, Dr Rickey L. Houston, extend
an invitation to the community to join
us as we communicate Gods’ Word at
10:00 a.m. worship service Sunday,
Sunday School at 9:00 a.m., Bible
Study
and
Teen
Summit
Wednesday evening, at 7:00 p.m. We

also encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line (727-3219645).
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church is committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered,
Team-centered, and Bible-based
ministry; with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace, and
Growth. We celebrate in worship, we
care for one another, we cultivate the

fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these priorities results
in a kaleidoscope of ministries at
Bethel Metropolitan for all ages and
interests.
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:www.bmmbc.org
Se e king Wis dom from the
Almighty Divine in 2009.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
MT. ZION’S WATCH NIGHT
SERVICE. The Reverend Louis M.
Murphy and the entire Mt. Zion
family invite the community to share
in our joyous Watch Night Service.
Come bring in the New Year with
worshipping and praising the Lord,

fellowship, and spirited gospel choirs.
Dec. 31, 10 pm.
CALLING ALL MIDDLE AND
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
Mt. Zion presents The 2009-2010
Youth Choice Awards. Come join the
jubilant New Year’s Eve celebration
that brings together youth whose
strength and faith is based on the Holy
Word. It will be an evening tailored

for today’s pre-teen and teen-age
groups. We will be featuring gospel
rap, mime, and more. Please join us
on Thursday, December 31st at 10 pm
at our Youth Chapel. We will be
serving a full breakfast.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church is located at 955 20th
Street South; Ph.894-4311.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation of St. Mark,
extends to the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.
December Calendar Events
December 24-25-Church office
closed Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day
D e c e m b e r 3 1 - Wa t c h N i g h t

Services at St. Mark at 10:00 p.m.
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at
6:00 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday at 6:30 p.m. Topics of
interest each Monday night.
S u n d a y S c h o o l Te a c h e r s ’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at 9:30
a.m.
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Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children every Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30
to 6:00 p.m. Homework help and
reading tutors available.
DESTINATION
GRADUATION: Wednesdays-6:30p.m.-7:30
p.m. for Middle and High school
Students: There is tutorial assistance
for Math and Senior Focus for all
wwACT/SAT);
assistance
with
college applications, essay and
financial aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: The
St. Mark Computer Lab will be open
and available for classes for elementary students on Monday (6-8:00
p.m.), Tuesday and Thursday (5-6:00
p.m.) and Wednesday (5-6:00 p.m.
and 6:30-7:30 p.m.) evenings.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.
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